2010 GSCA Professional Recognition Awards

Criteria for Evaluation of Packets

All packets judged by the State Awards Committee will be screened by each Region Chair and the Professional Recognition Chair to ensure that they meet the GSCA “Procedures and Requirements for Nomination” guidelines.  This process duplicates the requirements for ASCA recognition.  The committee’s job is to select a state winner for each category, if represented, from the region winners.  The eligibility requirements for each candidate will be checked prior to review by the State Awards Committee. 

The following point system will be used to rate specific criteria:


5 – Meets criteria to an exceptional degree


4 – Meets criteria to an above average degree


3 – Meets criteria to an average degree


2 – Meets criteria to a minimum degree


1 – Does not meet criteria or no evidence present

The criteria to be rated include the following:

School Counselor of the Year

1. Responsibilities for guidance program innovations or further development of programs aligning with the ASCA National Model to support the career, personal/social and academic development of students

2. Demonstration of leadership, advocacy and collaboration in their work and promote equity and access to opportunities and rigorous educational experiences for all students to maximize student achievement

3. Demonstrate collaboration with stakeholders

4. Performance of outstanding service to the school or community

5. Participation in professional counseling organizations

6. Demonstration of personal/professional qualities

Counselor Educator Award

1. Maintain high moral standards in their professional conduct

2. Responsible for innovations or further development of school counseling education programs aligning with the ASCA National Model

3. Demonstrate leadership, advocacy, and collaboration in their work

4. Demonstrate consistent and reliable contributions in all areas of service, scholarship, and teaching over an exemplary career span

Supervisor Award

1. Initiation of developmental school counseling and guidance programs 

2. Implementation or further development of innovative counseling and guidance services aligning with the ASCA National Model to support the career, personal/social and academic development of all students

3. Demonstration of leadership, advocacy and collaboration in their work and promote equity and access to opportunities and rigorous educational experiences for all students to maximize student achievement

4. Demonstrate collaboration with all stakeholders

5. Demonstration of personal/professional qualities

Advocate Award

1.  Exemplary support of counseling services aligning with the ASCA National Model

2.  Outstanding promotion of counseling and guidance services

3.  Implementation of new/additional guidance and counseling services

4.  Improvement of existing guidance and counseling services

Legislator of the Year Award

1. Responsibility for introducing or carrying bill on a state or national level congress

2. Gathering of information leading to the introduction and passage of a significant bill

3. Presentation of testimony of great influence on the introduction or amendment of a significant bill

4. Contribution of testimony or the exposing of conditions in an oversight hearing, which results in administrative changes or legislative amendments of significance to counselors or recipients of their services.

Writer Award

1. Published writing within the last three (3) years

2. Published writing of practical significance for school counselors

3. Published writing of the type that has direct implications for communication of the importance and significance of counseling as an integral part of the educational process

Professional Recognition Timetable

Winter:



· System nominates its counselor, advocate, etc., of the year.  OR the decision to nominate a counselor, advocate, etc. of the year is made.

Winter/Spring:


· Nominator should assist the nominee with these tasks

· Plan what to include in the packet

· Confirm association memberships (GSCA/ASCA); not required for advocate or legislator nominees

· Have a black and white photograph taken

· Contact person(s) to write any letters of support desired (see requirements)

· Organize vita

· Gather supplementary evidence to include in packet (i.e. articles, photos, memos, programs, etc.)

· Write a statement describing programs, activities and/or contributions that have occurred in the last five (5) years

Spring



· Refer to the GSCA checklist 

· Have nomination form and letters of support completed

· Be sure that nominator is GSCA/ASCA member

· If you are the writing nominee, have available a copy of your publication

· Have several people proofread your packet

· Double-check your packet against the GSCA checklist

· Compile your final packet.  Be sure it contains no more than sixteen (16) stapled pages total front and back.  GSCA Nomination form is NOT part of sixteen (16) pages.

· Mail or deliver six (6) copies to your Region Chair well ahead of region deadline.  Five of the six copies must have identifying information deleted/omitted; one copy must be in color with information sheet attached.  It is advisable to follow up with the “Region Chair” to make sure your packets were received.

· If at any time you have questions, contact your Region Chair or GSCA’s Professional  Recognition Chairperson

GSCA Professional Recognition Awards Checklist

This checklist will help you to complete your nomination packet with ease and reduce the possibility of disqualification.  Please check the packet items and requirements carefully:

· Are you currently employed as a full-time counselor with three consecutive years at the level of nomination (School Counselor of the Year)?

· Has your program/activity/contribution occurred within the past five (5) years?   NOTE:  Writer Award – three (3) years

· Where you a member of GSCA/ASCA prior to December 1, 2009?  NOTE:  Not required for advocate or legislator nominee

· Is your nominator a member of GSCA/ASCA?

· Does your packet contain no more than sixteen (16) stapled pages, NOT including the cover sheet?  Remember  “one page” means front and back of one (1) sheet.

· Is your packet on white paper?

Packet must include the following in order listed:

· Official GSCA nomination form must be stapled as the cover of each packet (not part of 16 pages)

· Letter of nomination from the nominator containing a description of the contribution for which you are being nominated.

· Vita for the nominee (not more than two pages front and back)

· Program statement not more than three (3) pages, front and back, describing the program, activity or contribution demonstrating your worthiness to receive the award.  The program, activity, or contribution must have occurred within the last five (5) years.  NOTE:  Writer nominees should be prepared to include a copy of their publication in each of their packets if they win at state and go to ASCA.

· 10 (ten) supplemental pages including:

· 4 letters

· 1 from administrator/supervisor

· 1 from colleague

· 2 from parent/student/community

· Other supporting documentation on six (6) remaining pages

· Do you have a head shot photograph in the packet marked “GSCA Packet” Photo should be at least 2” X 2” Other sizes are acceptable.  Photo must be clearly marked with name of nominee on the reverse side and submitted in a clear plastic bag.

· Do you have the Information Sheet for GSCA Professional Recognition included in the packet marked “GSCA Packet”

·  Did you make a copy to keep for yourself?

· Have you secured each packet with a sturdy staple in the upper left corner?  NOTE:  Laminated pages, plastic page covers, heavy covers, notebooks, or metal ring binders are NOT ACCEPTABLE. 

REGION DEADLINE:  Your Region Chair must receive your packets postmarked no later than   April 1, 2010.  See website for your Region Chair contact information.

· Just a reminder:  We regret the strict limitation on the number of pages and the type of packaging material.  Submission of materials beyond the limitation will disqualify the nomination.

Please contact Reather Waller 2009-10 Professional Recognition Chair, with any questions.

Email:  rwaller.rutlandms@bibb.k12.ga.us
Information Sheet for GSCA Professional Recognition

(Include this sheet in one of your packets—please mark this packet “GSCA”)

This form is used by the GSCA Professional Recognition Chairperson to write letters to winners, their principals and superintendents.  Please give complete names an include titles for mailing purposes.

1.  Name and home address of nominee:


(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):
________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________

2.  Region # _________

3.  Nomination category:

________________________________________________________________

4.  Name and address of principal:


(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):
________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________

5.  Name and address of superintendent (please include school district):


(Mr./Mrs./Ms./Dr.):
________________________________________________________________





________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________


6.  If you are being nominated as advocate or legislator, please list below the name(s) and address(es) of person(s) to      

     whom congratulatory letters should be sent:

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

     ________________________________________________   _________________________________________

Professional Recognition Awards
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Program Nomination Form
Nominee: __________________________________



Home Address:

Work Address:


Home Phone: (     )

Work Phone: (     )


Home email:

Work email:


Fax: (     )

*ASCA Membership ID#:


Award: Please choose ONE

· Elementary School Counselor of the Year

· Middle/Junior High School Counselor of the Year

· Secondary School Counselor of the Year

· Multilevel School Counselor of the Year

· Supervisor of the Year

· Counselor Educator of the Year

· Advocate of the Year

· Legislator of the Year
·  Writer
Nominated By:


Work Address:


Work Phone: (    )


Work email:


Fax: (     )

ASCA Membership ID#:


*This requirement does not apply to nominees for the Advocate or Legislator of the Year Awards.  Membership will be checked as of December 1, 2009.

Nominee’s Degree Information: Must be Master’s degree or equivalent in Guidance and Counseling (except for legislator and advocate awards)

Degree:

Date Earned:


Institution:

Subject Area:


Checklist of Required Documentation for Packet:

· Completed GSCA nomination form & one professional 2”X2” photo in clear plastic bag with name on back

· Letter of recommendation from nominator (maximum one page front and back)

· Vita for nominee (maximum two pages front and back)

· Rationale for nomination (maximum of three pages front and back)

· Supplementary information (maximum 10 pages) see page # 3 for specific details

· Submit six (6) packets with one colored packet clearly marked “GSCA Packet” with GSCA Information Sheet included & 5 black and white packets with identifying information deleted/omitted.

· Maximum Length of Packet: 16 pages, front and back, not including nomination form

· All awards material must be postmarked by April1, 2010  to your Region Chair
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